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Human Rights through Art

In collaboration with our Erasmus+ project partners from Spain (IESO Matias Ramon Martinez
and IES Maria de Molina), we promoted democracy and human rights through the study of artistic
expression. Students from Spain and Cyprus, including non-Erasmus participants from our school,
worked together to recreate Pablo Picasso’s Guernica.

The project was coordinated by Art teacher Ms. Irini Kyriacou and English teacher Ms. Olga
Michael, who organised workshops providing the necessary historical background and contextual
information related to Guernica. Students explored the history of the painting, its social
connotations, and its symbolic significance. This process of studying and recreating Guernica
helped participants become more aware of the horrors of war, sensitising them to its atrocities and
fostering empathy, compassion, and a deeper understanding of human rights.

The final outcome of this collaborative effort served as a powerful emblem of human rights and
anti-war advocacy, and it was chosen as the central theme of our school’s graduation ceremony.
During the event, Headmistress Ms. Monika Zeniou Potamiali addressed the audience—which
included district officials, parents, teachers, and students—highlighting the importance of the
Erasmus+ project and reflecting on the enduring message of Guernica, prominently displayed at
the front of the open-air theatre. The recreated artwork now occupies a central place on the wall of
our school hall, standing as a lasting symbol of peace and human dignity.
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